
 
Michigan Trail Riders Association, Inc.                               1                                                   February 2024 Newsletter   
 

 

3Michigan Trail Riders Assoc., Inc.  
                        1849 N M-18 

                         Gladwin, MI 48624 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

     
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

www.mtra.org 

Jeff Balzer, President                                                                     
                                                   Cindy Greer,Secretary                                                                                                                           

mtra.office@gmail.com 
     

FEBRUARY 2024 – NEWSLETTER 

 
 
 

HISTORY HAPPENINGS 

 
 

Sally Seaver, Historian 

March 23, 2024……………..Annual Banquet/Annual Meeting….…...….Doherty Hotel, Clare, MI 
March 24, 2024………………..Board Meeting…………………………..Doherty Hotel, Clare MI 
April  12-14, 2024……….………Spring Work Bee…………………………Curtisville to the Water 
May 16 –19, 2024…….….….Proposed May Blossom Ride……………… …Hopkins Creek Camp 
May 29 – June 9, 2024…….…..Proposed 1st June Ride……………………...River Rd to Lake MI 
June 15 – June 30, 2024…..…..Proposed 2nd June Ride…………………....Empire –Lake Huron 
June ?   Board of Directors Meeting- At 12pm………………………………………….TBA 
August 7 –11, 2024……..Proposed August Family Ride………………….… Schecks Camp 
September 5 – 26, 2024….……Proposed September Ride……………….River Rd- Lake Huron  
October 3 – 11, 2024………...Proposed October Color Ride…………Stoney Creek – Walsh Rd 
 

http://www.mtra.org/
mailto:mtra.office@gmail.com
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HORSEMEN’S CORRAL – MTRA is once again subscribing to the Horsemen’s Corral Magazine.  This 
magazine carries an article each month about MTRA.  If you are interested in getting this “horsey” 
magazine in your mailbox each month, send $12.00 to the MTRA office or bring it to the annual banquet.  
In order to put MTRA news in this magazine for free, we need a minimum of 10 Trail Riders to sign up and 
pay $12.00 for the magazine.  

 

BOARD BRIEFS: 

1. Youth Virtual Ride being worked on for 2024 

2. Michigan Horse Council Expo March 8
th

 - 10th. 

3. Fixing the boardwalk is underway. Please go around it until they finish fixing. 

Keep your horses safe. 

4. Cheboygan Camp talks are making progress. 

5. Looking forward to the Annual Banquet at the Doherty March 23, 2024. 

6. Bus Driver still needed 

7. Ride incentive program will continue. 

8. Thank you Gale Gunders for accepting the Trail Boss position again. 

9. Revisions to the Guide book and Newbie book are complete you can find them on 

the website. 

10.  Please remember to help our newbie’s and give them a good experience. We were 

all newbie’s once. 

11.  Pig Roast for the May ride 

Annual Banquet & General Membership Meeting  

March 23, 2024 – DOHERTY HOTEL, CLARE MICHIGAN 
MTRA is headed back to Clare for the Annual Banquet in 2024 and the plans for a wonderful weekend are 
in the works.  Room reservations can be made at (877) 236-4378.  The Doherty Hotel is pet friendly at an 
additional cost of $25.00 per night.  Jeff Wilford Entertainment will serve as our DJ so be sure to pack your 

dancing boots.  The buffet on Saturday evening will cost $35.00 per person and will feature as 
always a great selection of food. Doherty Famous Salad Bar, Carved Beef, Chicken Florentine w/ 
Fettuccini, Swedish Meatballs, Herb Roasted Red Potatoes, Rice Pilaf, California Blend 
Green Beans, Double Layer Chocolate Cake, Coffee, Tea, and Soft Drinks 
You can order banquet tickets when you renew your membership (form included with this 
newsletter) or go online to the www.mtra.org website.  MTRA has contracted with the Doherty for 
a minimum 100 meals at the banquet.  The MTRA membership asked to go back to the Doherty 
for 2024, so get your reservations made.  We need at least 100 people to pay for dinner. As 
always, dance only tickets will be $10.00.   There will be a silent auction the day of the banquet 
so begin collecting your donations to share with fellow members to benefit the Youth Riders’ 
Fund.  If anyone is interested in being a vendor to sell items the day of the banquet, please 
remember to request permission from the Board of Directors.  Send your request to the MTRA 
office either by mail or email.  Tables will be available for your use at a cost of $10.00 per table or 

bring your own.   If you have any questions, call the MTRA Office at 989-324-8549 or send an email to 
mtra.office@gmail.com.    Banquet reservations are due by March 6, 2024.   

http://www.mtra.org/
mailto:mtra.office@gmail.com


 
Michigan Trail Riders Association, Inc.                               3                                                   February 2024 Newsletter   
 

 

FAQ’s… 
1.  Just to remind members and prospective members, it is not a requirement to sign-up for an entire MTRA 

ride.  Many people jump in and out of rides due to other commitments.   It is recommended that you sign-

up for at least one (or more) day(s) of the ride that you intend to attend so that your name is on the roster. 

This makes it easier for the trail Boss and Sectretary. If you sign up for only one day, you can extend your 

ride for as many days as you wish at the $14.00 per day rate.  You can always “drop in” on a ride without 

pre-registering – as long as your membership is current (2024) – but the daily rate increases to $15.00 per 

day due to the late fee.  The Trail Boss will handle all of the details at the ride or you can call the MTRA 

Office for more clarification.  Check out details on the 2024 Ride Registration Form which is posted on the 

www.mtra.org website.    

2. Don’t forget to get your Recreation Passports for your vehicle license plates in 2024 so that you can be 

“legal” on our rides.  Having a Recreation Passport is important since we use the MDNR boat launch next 

to the Lake Huron access point and they will be checking for the passports.  Out-of-state members can 

purchase the Recreation Passport at the following web address or at any state campground – even at the 

boat launch:   http://media.state.mi.us/michiganestore/public/categorydisplay.aspx?categoryId=5  

3. Just a reminder – the MTRA does NOT share, sell or in any way distribute email addresses or phone 

numbers with anyone including our membership!!  If someone contacts the MTRA office for information 

about a member, we contact that particular member and have them make contact with the inquirer.  Our 

goal is to protect the privacy of our members!! 

4. When you are riding along paved roads – wear BRIGHT shirts so that drivers will notice you! 

 

5. Just a reminder as it is time for membership renewals.  According to our bylaws, a family membership is 

defined as family members living in the same household, and be comprised of father/mother/son/daughter, 

and excludes children over the age of eighteen or married.   If you want to bring your grandchildren on a 

ride, they are not covered under your membership and will need for their parents to have a membership. 

FYI, memberships make wonderful gifts for grandchildren who love our rides.   

6. The MTRA Office email address is:  mtra.office@gmail.com and the mailing address is:  1849 N M-18 

Gladwin, Michigan  48624.   The office phone number is (989) 324-8549.  Do not hesitate to contact the 

office if you have a question. Please, do not try to contact me through Facebook or texting me on my 

personal cell phone.     

7. The MDNR is requiring that MTRA riders wear orange on our fall rides.  If you are planning on a 

September or October ride in 2024, start planning now for an orange hat or vest or jacket or sweatshirt. It 

would not be a bad idea to put orange on your horse also.  This is for your safety in the woods.  

8. FYI, you may purchase orange apparel with the MTRA logo from our web store at www.mtrawebstore.com 

or click on the link on the left side of the home page on the MTRA website – www.mtra.org.  

 
 

MTRA IS LOOKING FOR A BUS DRIVER.   IF YOU ARE INTERESTED, PLEASE 
CONTACT JEFF BALZER. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.mtra.org/
http://media.state.mi.us/michiganestore/public/categorydisplay.aspx?categoryId=5
mailto:mtra.office@gmail.com
http://www.mtrawebstore.com/
http://www.mtra.org/
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START PLANNING FOR THE MTRA SPRING WORKBEE STARTING AT 

CURTISVILLE TO THE LAKE.   April 12-14.  There is a lot of work to be done and we 

need workers.  Even if you can not make the entire weekend, come for the time that you 

have.  All help is appreciated!  

 

 
MTRA is still having a mileage incentive program to reward our members for miles in the saddle 
or cart. Logging miles from January to January will make you eligible for 1000, 2000, 3000 etc. 
miles rewards. For youth under 18 there will be a 500 mile start up reward. Miles will 
accumulate so if you ride 250 miles for 4 years you will attain a 100 mile reward. 
Highest mileage each year will be honored at the annual March meeting. 
Mileage logs will be sent to the provided address on the log sheet at the end of the year for 
awards and records. This will be an honor system and does not have to be on an organized ride 
but getting your equine ready for a ride and riding shore 2 shore is an excellent way to 
accumulate miles. You must be an MTRA member to be eligible. 
An additional award was started last year to promote our trail system. An MTRA patch (like the 
old route trail sign) was given at award night to riders who rode the Blue Trail exclusively on a 
shore2shore ride. Let’s see how many are given out next year! 
 

Facebook is one of the best ways to share ideas and activities as well as pictures about all of the 

Trail Rides, Work Bees and Annual Banquet.  It is a wonderful medium of communication but there are 
times when I cannot attend Work Bees or Rides so we are at a loss for pictures.  Here’s where the 
membership comes in … many members have shared many pictures of MTRA events and we have all 
thoroughly enjoyed those pictures and the comments we’ve shared.  However, sometimes we cannot 
“share” pictures due to the specifics of your individual “privacy settings” on your Facebook posts.  If you 
don’t mind sharing your MTRA adventures, please go to “settings” and “privacy” and mark “Who can see my 
stuff?” as PUBLIC and then we can share your pictures, comments, etc.  This setting does not need to be 
permanent as you can specify PUBLIC on individual posts.  Please be advised that the only “official” MTRA 
Facebook page is called “Michigan Trail Riders Association, Inc.” which can be accessed from the 
www.mtra.org website if you do not have a Facebook page and just want to look at the pictures, etc.  
Thanks so much for allowing us to share your pictures and please let us know if we have missed something 
that you would like to share with the group!!!!!   

 
           
 
 

                                                   

http://www.mtra.org/

